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AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME 
All  people are welcome to share in laughter, the love of God, 

and life of  Christ with us  regardless of creed, race, sexual  
orientation, socio-economic background, or anything that may 

separate you from another community. 
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Beloved in Christ, 
 
As you receive and hopefully read this edition of the 
Lumen, we are somewhere amid the twelve days of 
Christmas – the twelve days beginning on Christmas 
Day, December 25th, and ending on January 5th, the 
day before Epiphany. We celebrate the coming of the Christ Child on 
the 1st day of Christmas and on January 6th, we celebrate that the light 
of Christ reveals who we are: children of God and we are sent out as 
beacons of that same light.  
 
The light that shines in the darkness. The light that reveals that which 
has been hidden. The light that brings hope to the hopeless. The light 
that guides us away from danger and toward safety. The light that 
cannot be overcome. 
 
Inside each of us is a little flickering flame of light that was given to 
us in a baptism. A little flame that must be tended to and fanned so 
that it might grow into a roaring fire. In the coming year, may we tend 
to those little flickers so that they grow into a roaring fire. A fire that 
cannot be quenched. A fire that will never go out. And how do we do 
that?  
 
We start with prayer and studying Scripture together in community. 
We listen for what the Holy Spirit is saying. We live out our faith 
through acts of service for our neighbors both nearby and around the 
world. Providing financial and human resources to aid our 
marginalized and vulnerable neighbors. We do what we can, when we 
can, where we can, however we can. We are God’s hands and feet in 
the world. 
 
Be encouraged friends! God is doing marvelous things! 
 
Pastor Vanessa 
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From the President of Council 
 
 

This is my final article as President, after five years on council, with the 
honor and privilege of serving as president the last three.  I thank all of 
you for your support patience, and love throughout my tenure. 
 
I especially thank Pastor Vanessa, who has carried much of the duties of 
leadership during the past year and a half since Brad’s illness and death. 
 
This congregation has done many wonderful things over the course of the 
years, and we have served the community as well as we are able, even 
with a decline in the average age of the members, and a corresponding 
decline in numbers and financial situation.  We have supported the Impact 
Foundation, the Angel Tree project of the CPC, and have provided 
Thanksgiving dinners, and help to the community through Lenten and 
Advent gifts. Celebrating our 75th Anniversary was a blessing. 
 
We will face many important decisions in the coming year, and I hope 
that we all will be able to discern the will of the Lord as you deal with the 
consequences of those choices. 
 
Peace be with you always,  
Carol Little 
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REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

 Carol Heiss, 2330 Freedom Way, Apt.203, York, PA 17402   
 Judy Skouras, The Haven at Springwood, 2321 Freedom Way,  
      York, PA 17402  
 Eve Platts, 1109 Valley View Rd., York, PA 17403      
 Muff & John Spangler, 134 Edgewood Drive, York, PA, 17403 
 Mary Ann Wertman, 2330 Freedom Way, Apt.327 York, PA 17402  
 Jarrett & Sandy Pflaum, The Residence at Fitz Farm,                      

2200 Springwood Rd., Rm. 249, York, PA 17403  
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
  
1/08    Tracey Trout 
1/09    Peggy Ebersole 
1/10    Jamie Taylor 
1/15    Dave Bowman 
 Stephanie Campbell 
1/25    Adam Wujcik 
1/26    JoAnn Taylor 
 
 
 

 
Please call or email the Church Office if we don’t have your  
Birthday. We want to add your name to the list and celebrate you! 
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JANUARY   HYMNS AND READINGS 

January 4, 2026 – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Gathering: LBW #46 – Once Again My Heart Rejoices 
First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm:  Psalm 147:12-20 
Second Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-14 
Gospel:  John 1:1-18 
HOTD:  LBW #231 – O Word of God Incarnate 
Communion: WOV #768 – He Comes to Us as One Unknown 
Sending: ELW #287 – Let All Together Praise Our God 
 
 
January 11, 2026 – Baptism of Our Lord 
Gathering: WOV #690 – Shall We Gather at the River 
First Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm:  Psalm 29 
Second Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 
Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 
HOTD:  ELW #304 – Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
Communion: WOV #684 – Spirit of Gentleness 
Sending: WOV #723 – The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
 
January 18, 2026 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany – (Choir Sings, rehearsal 
January 14) 
Gathering: WOV #652 – Arise, Your Light Has Come! 
First Lesson: Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm:  Psalm 40:1-11 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Gospel:  John 1:29-42 
HOTD:  LBW #494 – Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult 
Communion: WOV #648 – Jesus, Come! For We Invite You 
Sending:  LBW #432 – We Worship You, O God of Might 
 
January 25, 2026 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Gathering: WOV #712 – Listen, God is Calling 
First Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm:  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 
HOTD:  ACS #1004 – Faith Begins by Letting Go 
Communion: ACS #987 – Guide My Feet 
Sending: WOV #649 – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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Are you worshipping with LMC on YouTube? 
If you are joining us for worship live on YouTube, would you please let 
the church office know that you are doing so by calling the office at  
717-854-1219 or by sending a short email to info@lutherpeople.org.  We 
are trying to figure out who you are and how we might connect with you 
and invite you to be further involved with the ministry of Luther 
Memorial Church… but if we don’t know who you are, we can’t do that! 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE 
Worship is available live on our YouTube channel with a link posted 
each week to our Facebook page. The YouTube channel can be found by 
searching for “Luther Memorial Church York, PA” on YouTube or by 
clicking here and subscribing to the channel using the “Subscribe” 
button.  

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH THE NEW MUSIC? 
Maybe you have wondered where the pastor and 

musician are finding some of these new hymns we are 

singing and some of the new liturgy music we are using. 

Many of the “new” things have come from the two 

newest hymnals produced by the ELCA: the cranberry 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship which was printed in 

2006 and the purple All Creation Sings which was printed in 2020. Some 

are also coming from the hymnals that we do have in our pew racks – the 

green Lutheran Book of Worship and the blue With One Voice. 

Beginning in January, we will begin to include YouTube links to that 

week’s hymns in the weekly email. You are invited to click on those 

links and listen to the hymn before worship on Sunday morning so that 

singing it in worship is not the first time you’ve ever heard it. Just 

remember, at one time, our favorite “oldy but goody” hymns were once 

new and people may not have liked them. Just maybe one of these “new” 

hymns, will become one of your new favorites! 

https://www.youtube.com/@LutherMemorialChurchYorkPA
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Sunday Morning Adult Forum 
We continue to meet on Sunday morning at 9:00 AM 
in the Narthex.  
 
Bring your coffee, an open, curious mind and join us 
for discussion and fellowship! 
 

Weekly Bible Study 

Join Pastor Vanessa and others on Monday 

afternoon at 1:00 PM in the Narthex for a time to 

study God’s word beginning on Monday, January 

12th. The first meeting will be to figure out what 

the group would like to learn about and 

accomplish during our time together. This time 

will be more structured than the Sunday morning 

Adult Forum time. We will meet for about an hour 

each week. Remember, baptism without God’s word is just water; 

communion without God’s word is just bread and wine. God’s word is 

the foundation of all that we do. 

Survey Results 
You may remember that during the month of November, we shared a 

survey with you that asked you about what you wanted to see happening 

at Luther Memorial Church and some logistical things like the time of 

worship. Early in 2026, we will distribute another survey to help us gain 

a better understanding of what you are thinking when we talk about 

having “Family and Youth Activities” or more “Fellowship and Social 

Events.” Your response to this additional survey will help us plan events 

to meet the desires that have been expressed. 
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STITCHES OF LOVE 
The knitting group meets the second 

Thursday of every month at 1 p.m. in the 
Narthex.  Bring your lunch.  

All are welcome! 
           The next meeting is January 8th 

NEW LOCATION! 
On the 3rd Thursday of each month, the Ladies of Luther Memorial 
Church meet for lunch at 12 PM. In January, we will meet at Stone 

Grille & Taphouse at 204 St Charles Way, York, PA 17402. 
 

We hope to see you on Thursday, January 15th! 

CHOIR MEMBERS 
Calling all those who like to sing - - - We need You! Beginning in 

January, the choir will practice and sing once a month instead of 

weekly. If your schedule was too busy to participate on a weekly basis, 

perhaps you will consider 

joining us on a monthly 

basis. Our first practice in 

2026 is January 14th at 

6:30 p.m.  Music fills our 

souls with joy! Come join 

us! 
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JANUARY 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
DAY!  
Office Closed  

2 3 
3p Grope Gr.      

4 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 
9a   Adult Forum 
10a  Worship   
8p Search for Serenity 
 

5 
2p The Arc 
8p Phoenix Gr. 

6 
2p The Arc 
2p More will be 
Revealed 
 

7 
2p The Arc 
3:15p Confirmation  
 
 

8 
1p Stitches of Love 
2p The Arc 
6p York Beaders 
7p Moms of T/T 
 
 
 

9 
8:30a Ping 
Pong 
 
2p The Arc 
 

10 
3p Grope Gr. 
 
 
      

11 
Baptism of Our Lord 
9a   Adult Forum 
10a  Worship 
8p Search for Serenity 

12 
1p Bible Study 
2p The Arc 
8p Phoenix Gr. 
 

13 
2p The Arc 
2p More will be  
Revealed 
 
 

14 
2p The Arc 
3:15 Confirmation 
6:30p Choir  
 

15 
12p Ladies Lunch 
at Stone Grille & 
Taphouse 
2p The Arc 

16 
2p The Arc 
 

17 
3p Grope Gr. 

18 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9a   Adult Forum 
10a  Worship  
8p Search for Serenity 

19 
1p Bible Study 
2p The Arc 
7p Council 
8p Phoenix Gr. 

20 
2p The Arc 
2p More will be 
Revealed 

21 
2p The Arc 
3:15p Confirmation  
 
LUMEN 
DEADLINE 

22 
2p The Arc 

23 
2p The Arc 
 

24 
3p Grope Gr.  

25 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
9a   Adult Forum  
10a  Worship 
8p Search for Serenity 

26 
1p Bible Study 
2p The Arc 
8p Phoenix Gr.  
 
 

27 
2p The Arc 
2p More will be  
Revealed 
 
 

28 
2p The Arc 
 

29 
2p The Arc 

30 
2p The Arc 

31 
 
3p Grope Gr. 

Luther Memorial Church 
1907 Hollywood Dr. York, PA 17403 11 
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YSEF Impact Pantry is in urgent need of kitchen trash bags and 
laundry pods.  The needs change from week to week, you can find an 
updated list on the York Suburban Education Foundation’s Facebook 
page or call the church office. Items may be dropped off throughout the 
week in the IF boxes in the narthex. 
IF Volunteers Needed: Please contact Becca Thiec at 717-495-4842 or 
email at beccathiec1980@gmail.com if you are interested in helping to 
organize the clothing in the IF Closet prior to each distribution.  
 

IMPACT FOUNDATION PANERA FUNDRAISER 
The Impact Foundation will be raising dough on January 16, 2026  at 
Panera Bread, 2108 S. Queen St., York. Panera will donate 25% of net 
sales to IF when you dine in from 4 - 8 p.m. or on any online orders 
placed all day at the S. Queen Street location. Use code FUND4U at 
panerabread.com or at the kiosk in-café.  
 

IMPACT FOUND. EARNS MONEY THROUGH RAISE RIGHT! 
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Financial Update 
As we look toward 2026, we thought it was important to provide you 

with an update on our current financial status as of the end of November. 

As shown in the table below, we are running an actual deficit of more 

than $63,000 dollars through the first 11 months of 2025. It is your 

generous weekly (or monthly) contributions that allow us to keep the 

lights and heat on, the water running, and the staff paid. In December, 

we received our first quarterly distribution from the ELCA Ministry 

Growth Fund of just over $3,500. 

As mentioned at the Annual Meeting in November, the York Suburban 
School District has expressed some interest in purchasing our building 
and the land that it sits on. These conversations continue with meetings 
between church leadership and the school district; please pay attention to 
information as it is shared. As we consider what this possibility with the 
school means for the church, we are also having issues with shingles 
coming off the sanctuary roof during high wind events. So far, we 
haven’t seen any issues of interior damage from the issues with the roof, 
but this will likely be a continuing issue that will need to be dealt with 
sooner rather than later.  

Date 
Undesignated 

Income 
Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses 

Actual 
Difference 

Q1 2025 $31,468 $51,360 $49,605 ($18,137) 

Q2 2025 $28,099 $51,930 $43,768 ($15,669) 

Q3 2025 $29,700 $52,501 $48,969 ($19,268) 

October 2025 $8,558 $17,691 $13,820 ($5,262) 

November 2025 $10,438 $17,120 $15,517 ($5,080) 

Total $108,264 $190,602 $171,679 ($63,415) 
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Update from The Arc After School Program 
Pastor Vanessa and her friend Melissa brought holiday cheer to The 
Arc’s After School Program by helping students decorate gingerbread 
houses. The kids — along with their parents — had a great time 
creating sweet designs and sharing lots of laughter. Many thanks to 
Pastor Vanessa and Melissa for making the day so special!   
 

The students attentively 
receiving instructions 

on how to decorate 
their house! 

Miss Nancy and her 
after-school kiddos! 

The gingerbread  
house masterpieces! 
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VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED! 

We are seeking volunteers to 
serve in several ways before, 
after and during worship.   
Sign up for the following  
worship duties on the bulletin 
board to the right of the glass 
narthex doors or call/email 
the church office. 
 

 
 Lectors: read the lessons during worship 
 Communion Assistants: help serve communion by pouring 

the wine  
 Ushers/Greeters: greet those coming in to worship 
 After worship Fellowship Hosts: set-up, provide                              

refreshments, and clean up 

Willing to Serve as an Assisting Minister? 
 

Over the last several weeks, Willis has been serving as an assisting  

minister. As an assisting minister he prays the prayers (including the 

intercessory prayers, prayer of the day, offertory prayer, and  

post-communion prayer) during the worship service as well as sharing 

the peace and offering the dismissal 

at the end of the service. If you can 

read, you can participate as the  

assisting minister. Please reach out 

to Pastor Vanessa if you would be 

willing to help lead worship in this 

way.  
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Pepper’s Perspective 

My dog friend Buddy, a German Shorthaired 
Pointer (GSP), often sends me reels of GSPs 
being wild and crazy, like racing nonstop 
around their yards, jumping into pools or 
ponds, gobbling snacks in one bite, and 
instantaneously flopping into a food-coma-
exhaustion-induced slumber.  
 

[Pssst - this is probably another “Secret Lives of Pets” thing, because we dogs 
might be just as avid fans of cat and dog videos as you humans are.]  
 

I was telling my owner (your pastor) about a different clip where the beloved 
family dog would not step forward through an open patio door, even when it was 
already clearly wide open. Why?? Because this dog - long ago - had had one bad 
experience with a glass door. So he’d sit there…waiting…until one of his humans 
pretended to “open” the “invisible door” for him. 
 

And that got me thinking about the new year. We - like that reluctant pup - might 
hesitate to step forward into “Happy New Year” because of past experiences:  
grief, uncertainty, disappointment. But the One who loves us and knows our 
burdens and fears will open whatever “invisible door” might be holding us back, 
so that we may enter fully into the joy of new life, a new year, and God’s purpose 
for and presence with us.   
 

“…so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led by thee.” (As With Gladness, 

Men of Old ~ ELW 302)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting sunrise and the start of a new day - just like New Year’s Day! 
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PASTOR VANESSA’S OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Vanessa will be in the office  

Monday 10 a.m. -        3 p.m. 
Wednesday 10 a.m. - 6p.m. 
Thursday 10 a.m. -     3 p.m. 

 
Pat Potter, Administrative Assistant 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.– 2 p.m. 
Office Phone: 717-854-1219 

Email: info@lutherpeople.org 
 

In the event of an emergency, Pastor Vanessa Storlie may be 
reached either by phone/text at 717-819-1325 or by email: 

luthermemorialpastorv@gmail.com 
 
 

COUNCIL FOCUS AREAS 
 

Stewardship Team  
will oversee property issues, finances and staff relations 

Craig Campbell, Lois Larson, Mike Poster,  
Nancy Poster, Jamie Taylor 

 
Spiritual Life Team  

will oversee Faith Formation, Altar Guild, and worship and music 
Leslie Ehrhart, Bert Freedman, Lois Larson 

 
Congregational and Community Life  

will oversee Social Ministry projects, Fellowship and outreach. 
Bert Freedman, Nancy Poster, 

Jamie Taylor 
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 COUNCIL OFFICERS 
2026 Officers will be elected at January Council Meeting 

 

2026 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Craig Campbell 
Stephanie Campbell 

Leslie Ehrhart  
Roberta Freedman 

Lois Larson 
Donna Platt 
James Platt 
Mike Poster  

Nancy Poster 
James Taylor 

 

STAFF 
Pastor Vanessa Storlie, 717-819-1325  
luthermemorialpastorv@gmail.com  
Pat Potter, Administrative Assistant 

info@lutherpeople.org 
Richard George, Music Director 

Charles Kress, Sexton 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

February Lumen Deadline: January 21st 
Please submit all items to info@lutherpeople.org,  

or call the church office and leave a message. 
______________________________________________ 

Please keep your contact information  
up-to-date with the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
AND STAFF 
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