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AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME
All people are welcome to share in laughter, the love of God,
and life of Christ with us regardless of creed, race, sexual

orientation, socio-economic background, or anything that may

separate you from another community.
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What are YOU
Thankful For?

Dear Siblings in Christ,

As you read this message, we are rapidly approaching the
shortest day of the year. The sun is rising later and later,
and setting earlier and earlier. We get up in the dark and get
home in the dark. Maybe you are like me and look at the
clock, thinking it is time to go to bed only to find out that it
is 6:30 PM and it is more likely time to eat dinner or, at
least, wash the dishes. These days of minimal daylight can be difficult for
many people for a variety of reasons. On the winter solstice, the shortest day
of the year, some churches offer a “Blue Christmas” service which allows
space for people to lament and acknowledge the pain, grief, and sadness that
they are experiencing without putting on a happy face to mask the joy. And
yet, joy still comes.

Joy comes on Christmas Eve, whether we want it to or not, in the birth of
Jesus Christ, the light of the world. The light that no darkness can overcome.
The light that we are to share with one another. The light that flickers inside
each of us as we go through life and all its ups where we shine brighter and
the downs where it seems as though that light might be extinguished. Even
though it might feel like the light in you is extinguished, a little ember
always remains, and an ember fanned by the breath of the Holy Spirit is
more than enough to create a fire that can roar unquenched. So I invite you
to tend to the ember, the light inside you, and allow the Holy Spirit to
breathe new life into that ember and into you as we trust that our light will
continue to burn long after we are gone.

On Saturday, November 15" 1 went to the Remembrance Day Illumination
held at the Gettysburg National Cemetery. During this event, they light a
luminary for each of the 3,152 soldiers buried at the National Cemetery and
speakers read their names aloud at each of the main entrances to the
cemetery. The lights and luminaries offer a visible reminder of the lives that
were lost but they are also a reminder that the light of those lives, lives on in
each one of us. They are a reminder that, even in the midst of war, the light
of Christ cannot be overcome.

May that same light and fire burn within you as we celebrate Jesus coming
into the world!

Pastor Vanessa

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.”
~John 1:5




From the President of Council

Season’s Greetings! I know that phrase irritates many
Christians because of its secularity. However, we are entering
a season of waiting, introspection, and a quiet time of
anticipation of the coming celebration of new life.

Our ministry teams have planned many activities for the
Advent season, and I hope you will attend the midweek suppers
and services, and participate in the opportunities to share our
gifts with the community.

I hope that we remain open to what the Holy Spirit guides us
during our consideration of the future, with new life for the
church.

Merry Christmas!

Carol Little

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

e Carol Heiss, 2330 Freedom Way, Apt.203, York, PA 17402

Judy Skouras, The Haven at Springwood, 2321 Freedom Way,
York, PA 17402

Eve Platts, 1109 Valley View Rd., York, PA 17403

Muff & John Spangler, 134 Edgewood Drive, York, PA, 17403
Mary Ann Wertman, 2330 Freedom Way, Apt.327 York, PA 17402
Jarrett & Sandy Pflaum, The Residence at Fitz Farm,

2200 Springwood Rd., Rm. 249, York, PA 17403

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!

12/1  Mike Page

12/7 Tammy Taylor
12/9 Jim Anderson
12/11 Jeanne Anstadt
12/16 Jeane Eby

Please call or email the Church Office if we don’t have your
Birthday. We want to add your name to the list and celebrate you!



DECEMBER HYMNS AND READINGS
December 7, 2025 — 2nd Sunday of Advent

Gathering:

First Lesson:
Psalm:

Second Lesson:
Gospel:

Hymn of the Day:
Communion:
Sending:

WOV #763 — Let Justice Flow Like Streams
Isaiah 11:1-10

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Romans 15:4-13

Matthew 3:1-12

ELW #255 — There’s a Voice in the Wilderness
ACS #905 — We Are Waiting for Jesus

LBW #26 — Prepare the Royal Highway

December 14, 2025 — 3rd Sunday of Advent

Gathering:

First Lesson:
Psalm:

Second Lesson:
Gospel:

Hymn of the Day:
Communion:
Sending:

ACS #901 — Now The Heavens Start to Whisper
Isaiah 35:1-10

Psalm 146:5-10

James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

WOV #768 — He Comes to Us as One Unknown
ELW #715 — Christ, Be Our Light

WOV #626 — People, Look East

December 21, 2025 — 4th Sunday of Advent

Gathering:

First Lesson:
Psalm:

Second Lesson:
Gospel:

Hymn of the Day:
Communion:
Sending:

WOV #632 — The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Isaiah 7:10-16

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-25

ACS #902 — Come Now, O God

LBW #28 — Savior of the Nations, Come
WOV #629 — All Earth is Hopeful

December 24, 2025 — Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve

Gathering:

First Lesson:
Psalm:

Second Lesson:
Gospel:

Hymn of the Day:
Communion:

Candle lighting:
Sending:

LBW #45 — O Come, All Ye Faithful

Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-20

WOV #638 — Holy Child within the Manger
LBW #58 — Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
LBW #54 — It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
LBW #65 — Silent Night, Holy Night!

LBW #39 — Joy to the World

December 28, 2025 - 1st Sunday of Christmas (A Service of Lessons
& Carols)

Gathering: WOV #643 - Once in Royal David’s City

First Lesson: Luke 2:1-7

Carol: LBW #44 - Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Second Lesson: Luke 2:8-16

Carol: ACS #913 - While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Third Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12

Carol: LBW #56 - The First Noel

Fourth Lesson: John 1:1-5, 14-18

Carol: LBW #42 - Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Communion: LBW #62 - The Bells of Christmas

Sending: LBW #55 - Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

LIVESTREAM ZOOM TO YOUTUBE

We are no longer using Zoom to livestream our worship service. Wor-
ship is available live on our YouTube channel with a link posted to our
Facebook page. The YouTube channel can be found by searching for
“Luther Memorial Church York, PA” on YouTube or by clicking here
and subscribing to the channel using the “Subscribe” button. This switch
in streaming services will save Luther Memorial Church nearly $850 per
year.

R ‘J’. e - _‘Lji
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Luther Memorial Church York, PA
@Luther i - 15 videos

At Luther Memorial Church, all people are welcome to share in laughter, the love ...more

YorkPA - 3 subscribers

Are you worshipping with LMC on YouTube?

If you are joining us for worship live on YouTube, would you please let
the church office know that you are doing so by calling the office at
717-854-1219 or by sending a short email to info@lutherpeople.org. We
are trying to figure out who you are and how we might connect with you
and invite you to be further involved with the ministry of Luther
Memorial Church... but if we don’t know who you are, we can’t do that!
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https://www.youtube.com/@LutherMemorialChurchYorkPA

LEARN & GROW

‘ Sunday Morning Adult Forum
- | We continue to meet on Sunday morning at 9:00 AM

Pause, Prepare., Ponder — Midweek Advent

We will gather at 4:00 PM for mid-week Advent worship
using Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday, December 3,
10, and 17. Each week during worship, we will spend time
reflecting on one of the spiritual themes of this series: Pause,
Prepare, and Ponder. Worship will be followed by soup supper
in the Narthex at 4:30 PM. Please consider signing up to
contribute soup, bread, or dessert for one of the three weeks
that we will gather on Wednesday evening.
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FELLOWSHIP

You are invited to bring some, or all, of your home nativity set to the
church during the Advent season as we create a “Nativity” display in
the Narthex. Please be sure to have a way to identify the pieces you
bring in so that you can take them home with you on Christmas Eve.
The display will begin on the 1* g
Sunday of Advent, November
30™ and run through Christmas
Eve.

STITCHES OF LOVE

The knitting group meets the second ORED
Thursday of every month at 1 p.m. in the HEART
3 Narthex. Bring your lunch.

All are welcome!
The next meeting is December 11th

Congregation Nativity Display
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/L0 Ladies Lune

NEW LOCATION!

On the 3rd Thursday of each month, the Ladies of Luther Memorial meet for
lunch at 12 PM. Starting in November, lunch will be at the East York Isaac’s,
2960 Whiteford Rd. Should you need a ride, please be at the church at

11:45 a.m.
All ladies are welcome.
Hope to see you on December 18th!



DECEMBER 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

2p The Arc 3p Grope Gr.

3:15 Confirmation

4p Mid-Week Advent

4:30p Soup Supper

6:30p Choir
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
2nd Sunday of Advent 2p The Arc 2p The Arc 2p The Arc 1p Stitches of Love |8:30a Ping 3p Grope Gr.
9a Adult Forum 8p Phoenix Gr. | 2p More will be |3:15p Confirmation 2p The Arc Pong
10a Worship Revealed 4p Mid-Week Advent |6p York Beaders G
Gingerbread House Decorating 4:30p Soup Supper  7p Moms of T/T 2p The Arc
8p Search for Serenity 6:30p Choir

Happy Birthday to
Jeanne Anstadt!

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3rd Sunday of Advent 2p The Arc 2p The Arc 2p The Arc 12p Ladies Lunch [2p The Arc 3p Grope Gr.
9a Adult Forum 7p Council 2p More will be |3:15 Confirmation at LUMEN
10a Worship 8p Phoenix Gr. Revealed 4p Mid-Week Advent |Isaacs - East York |(DEADLINE
Birthday Party for Jeanne & 4:30p Soup Supper  [2p The Arc
Jeane at Suburban Bowlerama Happy Birthday (6:30p Choir
8p Search for Serenity to Jeane Eby!
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4th Sunday of Advent 2p The Arc 2p More will be |3p Christmas Eve Merry Christmas! 3p Grope Gr.
9a Adult Forum 8p Phoenix Gr. |Revealed Service Office Closed
10a Worship
8p Search for Serenity
28 29 30 31 January 1 2 3
1st Sunday of Christmas 8p Phoenix Gr. |2p More willbe |New Year’s Eve! Happy New Year!
9a Adult Forum Revealed Office Closed 3p Grope Gr.
10a Worship

8p Search for Serenity
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Luther Memorial Church

1907 Hollywood Dr. York, PA 17403
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£V -J Impact Foundation

w Students Helping Students ... A Committee of YSEF

YSEF Impact Pantry is in urgent need of kitchen trash bags and
laundry pods. The needs change from week to week, you can find an
updated list on the York Suburban Education Foundation’s Facebook
page or call the church office. Items may be dropped off throughout the
week in the IF boxes in the narthex.

IF Volunteers Needed: Please contact Becca Thiec at 717-495-4842 or
email at beccathiec1980@gmail.com if you are interested in helping to
organize the clothing in the IF Closet prior to each distribution.

HOLIDAY DISTRIBUTION
The Impact Foundation’s holiday toy and coat distribution will be on
Thursday, December 4th. Please mark your calendars as we hope to see
you there! District wide collection drives will run November 10th -
November 21st so keep an eye on your student's building communications
& social media to see what items we are asking for.

I know you all are preparing for the holidays -- buying lots of ingredients
for a family meal, purchasing holiday decorations, buying all those
holiday gifts! Please create an account and use the app RaiseRight. It’s
an easy way to raise money with purchases you’re already making.
Please reach out to Steve Whiteley (stephen.john.whiteley(@gmail.com)
if you have any questions and/or if you are in need of the activation code.

@ YSEF (g 'mpactroundation

Turn everyday shopping
into fundraising dollars

X RaiseRight.

...........................

YSEF Impact Foundation is participating
in the RaiseRight fundraising program.
Purchase Gift Cards & Digital Gift Cards
to HUNDREDS of retailers

(shops, gas, groceries, restaurants, services, etc.)

For a very small service fee,

(29¢ if you link a bank account, 1% if you pay with debit, 3% if you pay by credit)
you can buy ALL your holiday gift cards for friends & family.
A percentage of your purchase goes
directly to YSEF and the Impact Foundation.

To get started, download the RaiseRight app
on your smartphone, then please email

ysefif.fundraising@gmail.com for your activation code.
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The Arc After-School Program

December is a month of celebration, kindness, and creativity
in The Arc of York & Adams Counties’ After School Pro-
gram. The students will be busy decorating Fellowship Hall
with handmade ornaments and winter-themed artwork.

But best of all, we’re delighted to announce Pastor Vanessa
and her friend, Melissa, will be our special guests at our holi-
day party on Monday, Dec. 22. They will be leading our stu-
dents and their parents in a festive and fun activity of building
and decorating gingerbread houses. It’s sure to be a joyful and
sweet experience for everyone involved!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the After School
kids!
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mailto:stephen.john.whiteley@gmail.com

Thank You To AII!!!

Thank you to the Congregation and Community Life Team for
their efforts in preparing the Thanksgiving Meal that was held on
Thanksgiving Day! Thank you to those from the congregation
who donated food for the meal. We were expecting
approximately 50 people for the meal.

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the sanctuary on
Saturday, November 29" for the Advent and Christmas seasons.
Many thanks to Willis Larson and his ingenuity and
craftsmanship skills for the wooden nativity set outside on the
lawn as well as for the tomato cage Christmas trees!

Happy Birthday to Jeanne and Jeane!!
Coming up in the middle of this month, Jeanne Anstadt
(December 11) and Jeane Eby (December 16) will both be
turning 98 years young! To celebrate, we will have lunch,
dessert, and bowling at Suburban Bowlerama (1945 S. Queen
Street) on Sunday, December 14" immediately following
worship! If you plan to attend, please see the sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. If you are unable to attend, please
be sure to send .
them a card! e 3y

www_funimada.com

GINGERBREAD HOUSES

1 'You can vote for your favorite gingerbread house at mid-week Advent
' worship on Wednesday, December 10" and at worship on Sunday, De-
! cember 14™. The winner will be announced on Sunday, December 21°.

i There will be a small prize for the winner!
1

'+ Community Progress Council Angel Tree Gifts
! Please make note of any Angel Tree gift tags remaining in the Narthex.
' If you are willing to purchase a gift, please take the tag with you and

1 attach the right-hand portion of the tag to the wrapped gift and return it

' to the Christmas

1 Tree in the

1

1sanctuary by

. Sunday,

i December 21. The
' gifts will be

I plcked up by the

I Communlty

1 Progress Council

 following worship. :

ANGEL TREE

GIRVEER O SOMEONE IIN NEED

! Undie Sunday

' We are collecting new socks, underwear, and dolls for Helping Hands
- for the Homeless through Sunday, December 21. Socks, underwear,

' and dolls can be placed in the blue bin next to the baptismal font in the
' ' sanctuary.

' Make plans to stay after worship on Sunday, December 7™ and decorate
'a gingerbread house with gum drops, Nerds, and other assorted candies.
! All materials will be provided! Bring your creativity and have some fun!



Willing to Serve as an Assisting Minister?

Over the last several weeks, Willis has been serving as an assisting
minister. As an assisting minister he prays the prayers (including the
intercessory prayers, prayer of the day, offertory prayer, and
post-communion prayer) during the worship service as well as sharing
the peace and offering the dismissal
at the end of the service. If you can il T

read, you can participate as the HMHappiness is
assisting minister. Please reach out he [P‘ in g o thers.
to Pastor Vanessa if you would be Quesmaanz ot el
willing to help lead worship in this
way.

VOLUNTEERS
............................ NEEDED!

God, help me We are seeking volunteers to
serve in several ways before,
to serve others as after and during worship.
Christ serves me. Sign up for the following

---------------------------- worship duties on the bulletin
board to the right of the glass
narthex doors or call/email
¥d the church office.

+ Lectors: read the lessons during worship

¢+ Communion Assistants: help serve communion by pouring
the wine

+ Ushers/Greeters: greet those coming in to worship

+ After worship Fellowship Hosts: set-up, provide
refreshments, and clean up
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Pepper’s Perspective

Has my owner (your pastor) told you how I
always (ALWAYS!) greet her with a gift?
Whether it’s first thing in the morning, or
first steps in the door after church, or even
if she has left the house for only just five
minutes and promptly returns - I always
trot over excitedly to meet her and offer a present of some kind from my
vast and ever-growing collection of doggie toys.

Gifts - as [ understand from you humans - are a big thing this time of year.
Everyone appears to be hustling and bustling to find the “perfect” gift in
time for Christmas. And I suppose you can’t just show up with a dog toy in
your mouth, even though that’s what I do ALL THE TIME.

But I’ve heard that Advent is also a gift: a time set apart to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ. We pray for open eyes and minds to
recognize and receive gifts of patience, hope, gratitude, and silence as we
await God’s gift to us in the baby of Bethlehem.

For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav’n;
for thyself, best gift
divine,

to our world so freely
giv’n:

Praise we sing to Christ
the Lord,

Virgin’s son, incarnate
Word!

To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!
~ NUN KOMM, DER
HEIDENHEILAND (ELW 879, st. 5;
ELW 263, st. 6)

Here I am, greeting you with the gift of “Squeaky Dog,” a very orange, very
squeaky toy (one of my first new toys when I came to live in Pennsylvania).
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2 Church Office <

PASTOR VANESSA'’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Vanessa will be in the office
Monday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday 10 a.m. - 6p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Pat Potter, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.— 2 p.m.
Office Phone: 717-854-1219
Email: info@lutherpeople.org

In the event of an emergency, Pastor Vanessa Storlie may be
reached either by phone/text at 717-819-1325 or by email:
luthermemorialpastorv@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

AND STAFF

COUNCIL FOCUS AREAS

Stewardship Team
will oversee property issues, finances and staff relations
Craig Campbell, Lois Larson, Mike Poster,
Nancy Poster, Jamie Taylor

Spiritual Life Team
will oversee Faith Formation, Altar Guild, and worship and music
Leslie Ehrhart, Bert Freedman, Lois Larson, Carol Little

Congregational and Community Life
will oversee Social Ministry projects, Fellowship and outreach.
Bert Freedman, Nancy Poster,
Jamie Taylor, Tammy Taylor
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COUNCIL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT - Carol Little
VICE PRESIDENT - James Taylor
SECRETARY - Nancy Poster
TREASURER - Lois Larson

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Craig Campbell
Leslie Ehrhart
Roberta Freedman
Mike Poster
Tammy Taylor

STAFF
Pastor Vanessa Storlie, 717-819-1325
luthermemorialpastorv@gmail.com
Pat Potter, Administrative Assistant
info@lutherpeople.org
Richard George, Music Director
Charles Kress, Sexton

January Lumen Deadline: December 19th
Please submit all items to info@lutherpeople.org,
or call the church office and leave a message.

Please keep your contact information
up-to-date with the church office.
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